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Why did I join the Escapees RV Club (SKP, Inc.) 
and What’s next?

In 2006, I went to the Albuquerque Balloon Festival and parked on the 
fairgrounds for an awesome experience.  Mel and Evelyn Nobis 
parked across from me and were very busy taking photos of the 
balloons as they ascended directly over our RVs.  It’s a view that I will 
never forget.  During the Festival, I had a wonderful conversation with 
Mel and Evelyn who happened to be the photographers for SKP, Inc. 
They were with a group of SKPs attending the Festival.  Behind my 
motorhome was a huge tent that SKP, Inc. had erected for Happy 
Hours (aka Social Hours) and meals.  Mel and Evelyn invited me to 
join them and by the end of the Festival, I joined the Escapees.  It took 
me several years to attend another SKP event and it was at an 
Escapade in Gillette, WY.  During the Ice Cream Social a couple 
noticed my first timer ribbon and asked if they could join me at the 
table.  I didn’t know who they were but people kept stopping by to say 
hello and give them hugs.  Then they turned to talk with me and as I 
read their name tags I said to myself, “OMG, this is Kay and Joe 
Petersen”, the Founder of SKP, Inc.  Shortly after Cathie Carr joined 
them at my table.  The conversation was breath taking to say the 
least.  Kay’s kind, soft voice and stories were endless.  Joe with his 
humor and both with their kindness and genuine love for what they 
had created.  So, why did I join the Escapees RV Club?  Because of 
people like the photographers, Kay, Joe and Cathie and the endless 
list of others who have entered my life.  Over the years I have 
attended other RV Club events and l often say, “Y’all (SKPs) have 
spoiled me and no other club can match the feelings I have for SKPs.”  
One exception, the Midwest Discovery Owner’s group who still allow 
me to join them at rallies even though I no longer have a Discovery 
MH.  

Continued on next page.
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Fast forward to today.  Joe has passed and everyone misses him terribly.  Kay has moved closer to Cathie in 
central Texas where she can receive the care she needs and be close to her family.  Cathie and Bud 
continue to age gracefully (damn them) and have given us the many memorable experiences.  Then there is 
the next generation of the Carr family that includes Travis and Melanie Carr.  When I look at Travis, I see his 
Grandmother’s smile and the energy we all wish we still had.  Travis and Melanie have worked very had to 
expand and continually improve SKP, Inc.  They truly listen to members input and incorporate new ideas 
when possible.  Recently they started the Xscapers, “A new generation of RVers”.  Xscapers are generally a 
younger, more physically active group who meet at “Convergences”, typically a no agenda, and no fee rally.  
At first I said, “What?!?!?!?”  Then I started to follow their postings on Facebook and over time, more and 
more smiles came to my face.  Just recently someone posted a message, and I paraphrase, “Going to the 
Escapade in VT.  There is a half and full marathon in the area.  Who is in?”  My response would be, I’m in, 
willing to hand out water bottles, drive a chase car to pick people up who cannot finish or plan a good meal 
after the race.  LOL – Yes, more senior humor.  My point is this.  In order for SKP, Inc. to survive, they must 
find ways to encourage the next generation to join and in my opinion, Travis and Melanie are doing that with 
the Xscapers and many more new ideas.

So, why did I join and more importantly, why do I continue to be involved and take on roles as needed?  It’s 
because of the people.  Our members who make SKP, Inc. the best RV Club in the nation.  I’ll say it one 
more time, “Y’all spoil me”.

2016 Escapade in Essex Junction, VT
Many of us were extremely pleased to see the Escapade return to the East coast.  We have been 
encouraging members to attend if we ever want to see it east of the Mississippi again.  Recently I sent the 
following email to SKP, Inc. with the hope of encouraging them to continue consider Escapades east of the 
Mississippi.

“During our discussions (with other SKP staff), we learned that SKP, Inc. was 
looking to return to Tucson every other year (odd numbered years) for a few cycles. We 
also learned that no location was yet confirmed for the other (even) years. East coast 
Presidents and SKP leaders worked very hard to make Essex Junction a success telling 
people, and I quote, "Please attend the Essex Junction Escapade or we will never see 
another one east of the Mississippi". By all indicators, I feel we have succeeded. I would 
like to ask that SKP, Inc. consider returning to a location east of the Mississippi for the 
even year rallies the same way we are returning to Tucson.”

The next day I received a message from Teresa Moore, the COO of SKP, Inc.  The following is part of that 
message.

“I will pass your suggestion for more eastern Escapades on to our Escapade 
Directors (Bob and Mollie Pinner).  I know they work hard trying to find the perfect venue 
and it is a tough job trying to find somewhere that is large enough to hold this event and 
try to keep costs at a minimum.”

If you plan to attend the 2016 Escapade, I ask you respectfully share this message when possible.  In my 
opinion, if SKP, Inc. can return to Tucson for several cycles, they should consider returning to VT or another 
east coast location for the Escapade.  Just sayin.

Steve Masterson, President
Chapter #29 - Carolina Rovers
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Thought you might enjoy this picture I took of a squirrel in the live oak tree behind our back 
porch. I took it through the kitchen window with a telephoto lens. I now have it as my desktop 
background. I was amazed it came out so clear in that I took it through the window.

Keith Martin

(Editor’s Note:  I wanted to share because Steve & I are amateur (very amateur - HA) 
photographers.  I love the detail and clarify.  One tip I found is that if you are taking pictures through 
a window make sure to kill the flash - or else you’ll get flash kick back and ruin the picture and you’ll 
be seeing “spots” for a while.  This is an excellent picture - Thanks Keith.)

Keith & Carol
Martin
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Who I am

I currently live in North Carolina, but when people ask where I am from, I have a hard time 
answering the question. I grew up in Iowa, went to college in Minnesota, where I met my 
husband Joe. We went to graduate school in Illinois, lived 10 years in Wisconsin and then 

17 years in New Hampshire. We bought our first RV, a Coachman 5th wheel, in 1997, 
intending to use it for vacations and weekends. Circumstances happened and both Joe and 
I quit our jobs in 2000, traveling that winter and making the decision to go full-time. In spring 
2001, we sold our house & almost all furnishings and hit the road. Until 2006, our address 
was NH. We then “moved” to Livingston TX until finally buying a land home in Wake Forest 
NC in late 2010. During our years as full-timers, we traveled to 49 states, taking temporary 
jobs or workcamping, building Habitat for Humanity homes and spending most of our 
winters in Arizona. So, you tell me, where am I from?

I have a library science degree and worked at Milwaukee Public Library for 8 years. In NH, I 
worked with a bookjobber, a company which supplies new publications to university and 
college libraries.

When Joe and I started traveling full-time, we had to train our three indoor-outdoor cats to 
wear harnesses and to never go outside without a leash. “Campground rules”, we’d tell 
them. It took a few years of spray water bottles at the door and firm admonitions, but they 
learned and one even became a great walker, getting to know almost the entire 
campground where we would stay for more than a few days. He was well-known at the AZ 
resort where we wintered for five years.

In 2013, I learned about the Escapees ACRES rally in Marion 
NC and we decided to attend. At the rally, we went to the 
business meeting of the Carolina Rovers and despite having 
only known the members there for a couple days, I was 
elected the new Treasurer. A month later, Joe, my husband of 
43 years, died.

I made the decision to try to keep traveling in our fifth wheel. 
Being the SKP29 Treasurer helped me through that first year 
and continues to help me keep involved in the RV life and 
make wonderful friends. 
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By Terri Wirtz (continued)

In July of this past summer, I took my current two cats and 2013 Flagstaff fifth wheel (our 
third one) and traveled over 6000 miles, from NC to IA & WI, to TX & OK, back to IA, then 
down to SC for a Carolina Rovers get-together and back to NC. Along the route, I visited 
family and friends and dealt with a major roof separation on the RV. I still have trepidations 
in dealing with mechanical issues of owning an RV, things Joe had taken care of. And of 
course, where before there were two of us to do things and discuss the care and 
problems, now there is only me. But I will continue to do this as long as I can because I 
want to see all my family and friends who are scattered across this wonderful country of 
ours and I love being on the road.

In between trips, I work a few hours a week as volunteer at the VA-Durham and at the Red 
Cross and I spend hours tending my one acre lot of lawn and flower beds. I also do 
embroidery and other needlework, read library books, line dance, and keep up with family 
and friends on the computer.

That, in a very large nutshell, is me.

Terri Wirtz, 
Treasurer, SKP29 Carolina Rovers, 2013-2017
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Me having fun at SKP ACRE in Sevierville, TN
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Mariann and I want to tell everyone about the wonderful experience we’ve had with 
Jayco Corporation and our Whitehawk travel trailer.  We bought the trailer new in 2013 
and the brown fiberglass front end began deteriorating shortly after buying it.  In 
December last year, we decided it looked shabby enough to warrant refinishing.  We 
received a $1500 estimate for removing the old finish, repainting it bright white and 
applying a gel coat finish with a 7 year warranty.  We emailed Jayco’s customer service 
and asked quite nicely if they would like to assist in the cost of the repairs despite the 
trailer being long out of warranty.  An extremely nice customer service representative 
responded, “Yes, they would help”.  We then emailed him a copy of the estimate and a 
photo of the ugly front end.  His response totally surprised us when Jayco offered to 
pay the full cost of the repair!  We were totally surprised (and delighted) by Jayco’s 
desire to stand behind their product.  Look for our Jayco Whitehawk with the plain white 
front at the spring rally!
 
Steve & Mariann Gerner
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After 37+ years, I retired from RTI International on Feb. 1st. I left Spring Hill RV Park in 
Chapel Hill where I've lived since putting my house on the market and selling it 12/15. Now 
living as a full timer and moving slowly to Fla. to establish residency in March. I stopped in 
Myrtle Beach for some long promised updates made by Carolina RV when I bought my 
motorhome. Then on to Charleston and now Savannah. Leaving (Left) Tuesday 3/2 for 
Bushnell Fla. I passed up lots of places I wanted to stop because I need to get my tags and 
drivers license before my current tags expire. There will be plenty of time to sight see after 
taking care of business!

Since I had access to cameras at work, my first order of business was to buy myself a 
camera after retiring. I've been enjoying testing it and learning all it can do.  

- The cormorant (I think) eating a fish was in Charleston on the waterfront.  
- The 5 ducks were in the Savannah National Wildlife Refuge.  
- The train was in Hardeeville, SC. The CSX main line parallels 17 and 95 from where I 

stayed in Charleston to where I stayed near Hardeeville. Needless to say I've heard 
enough trains 24/7 for the last 2 weeks to hold me for a while. Someone said that train 
tracks were a prerequisite for building an RV Park, I'm starting to believe it!

- All the doors, signs and trees were in Savannah.
- The baby train engine was at the Savannah Railroad Museum.

          Jimmie Crawford
          #13171
          Livingston, TX 

Retirement
By Jimmy Crawford #13171
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Alaska 2015 - Trip to the Arctic
By Ron Johnson #104509

June 22, 2015, eighty days and about 4700 miles after leaving Appling, Georgia, Aspen and I 
entered Alaska.  The border of Alaska is about 1,000 miles on the Alaska Highway from 
Dawson Creek, BC.

The Dalton “Haul” 
Highway

Ron Johnson
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The drive to the Arctic Circle was one of many “bucket list” items I hoped to accomplish while 
in Alaska.  I chose July 4, 2015 as the day of travel, assuming truck traffic would be relatively 
light.  It was!  For those planning a trip to Arctic Circle, realize there are no services, no cell 
phone services and lot of 18 wheeler traffic – it is their road.  Have either a satellite phone or 
CB radio for the trip in case of emergency. 

The Arctic Circle trip on the Dalton Highway (the Haul Road) is the only road access to 
Alaska's North Slope.   The road starts at Mile 0, 90 miles north of Fairbanks, and ends at 
Dead Horse near the Arctic Ocean.  The Haul Road was the featured road for several 
seasons on The History Channel’s show Ice Road Truckers.

The Dalton highway, which directly parallels the Alaska pipeline, is one of the most isolated 
roads in the United States.  About one-third of the 414 miles are paved.

The Alaska Pipeline The pipeline, 
with a diameter of 48 inches extends 
from Prudhoe Bay southward to 

By Ron Johnson #104509 (continued)
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Yukon River Camp-Mile 56- There 
are only three towns along the route: 
Coldfoot (pop 10) at Mile 175,Wiseman 
(pop 22) at Mile 188,and Deadhorse 
(25 permanent residents)at the end of 
the highway at Mile 414.  Fuel is 
available at the Yukon River Bridge 
(Mile 56), as well as Coldfoot and 
Deadhorse.   Two other settlements, 
Prospect Creek and Galbraith Lake, 
are uninhabited except for seasonal 
residents.

Finally!!!!! The Arctic 
Circle - Mile 115
July 4, 2015, 4:30PM.  
Seven hours and 200 miles 
from Fairbanks.

Driving the Dalton Highway is one of my fondest memories of Alaska. 

My trip to Alaska was the trip of a lifetime.  Before I started on the trip I told everyone “one 
and done.” It is a long, hard trip but well worth the time and the scenery is indescribably 
majestic.  Although cut four weeks short due to the death of Aspen I still travelled 11,000 
miles in 150 days through six Canadian Provinces and a large number of U.S. states from 
Appling, Georgia to Seward, Alaska to Virginia Beach, Virginia.  
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Chapter 29 Member Get Together at 

Kings Mountain SP and National Park
By James & Linda Jackson #16911

James & Linda
Jackson
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55th Anniversary - April 8 - Asheville, NC
By Jack & Sue Brinker #65627 
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By Jack & Sue Brinker #65627 (continued)

Jack & Sue
Brinker

15 of 32



TRAVELER’S CORNER

A Beautiful Spring Hike
By Don & Maxine Smart #107136

Following is an excerpt from our travel journal:

“This morning we took a ride on Hwy. 26 past the Palisades Dam area to Little Elk Creek 
Road. On one side of the highway is Palisades Reservoir, and on the opposite is a gorgeous 
blue-green lake and a  view of the mountains beyond that are reflected in the jade-colored 
waters. Our  pictures could not possibly portray the serene beauty of this setting, but we 
tried.

“We drove a few miles on Elk Creek Road, and at the end was the trailhead. The trail 
followed roughly along a creek, which we didn’t pay much attention to. The most memorable 
part, however, was the abundance of wildflowers. We must have seen fifteen or more 
different varieties. They were growing literally everywhere—at the edge of the trail, in small 
meadows and up the sides of mountains. We had found the mother load!” 
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By Don & Maxine Smart #107136 (continued)

Looks like landscaping, but everything is 
growing wild!

Perfect days are rare.  Enjoy 
them when you can.
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By Don & Maxine Smart #107136 (continued)

 There is nothing more inspiring than a beautiful day hiking thru profusely flowered 
meadows.  This is where we found ourselves on a day in July hiking a deserted trail outside 
of Palisades, Idaho.  
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SKP ACRE 2016
SEVIERVILLE, TN

I hope everyone enjoyed SKP ACRE as much as we did.  The food was great, entertainment 
first class, vendors awesome, camaraderie the best ever, and the weather could not have 
been better!!!  We were able to meet up with old friends and make many new ones.  It seemed 
like the week went by much to quickly and we’re already looking forward to next year.  

The next several pages are just a very few of the pictures that were taken.  Thanks to all who 
provided their snapshots for your enjoyment.

Dianne Wood #113382
VP & Newsletter Editor
ACRE Communications
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SKP ACRE 2016
SEVIERVILLE, TN (continued)
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SEVIERVILLE, TN (continued)
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Hi Escapees,

This is Eric and Tami from TechnoRV, and we wanted to take the opportunity to thank 
you all for having us at your event. It is obvious that this chapter is thriving, and that 
each of you are enjoying the RV lifestyle. We love it too, and we liked the RV park and 
area so much we decided to stay for a few more weeks. Luckily, we can run our 
business from anywhere. We feel we have new friends, and look forward to seeing you 
down the road.  For those of you planning on attending Escapade, please come see us!

Also, thank you for coming by our booth, and inquiring about our products. If you didn’t 
get a chance to buy something you were looking at from us at the rally, that’s okay.  You 
can always check us out online at www.technorv.com.

We are going to write an article about the Escapees rally in our next newsletter that 
comes out on the first day of every month. I can see a group picture making an 
appearance in that too. If you didn’t sign up for our newsletter then you can still do it 
before this next one comes out by going to http://www.technorv.com/Articles.asp?
ID=319 and just click “All future newsletters.” We try to write articles about issues that 
are relevant to RVers relating to technology, safety, and our products, and then we 
usually update on where we are and what we have been up to. We also always have 
coupon codes and/or specials in the newsletter!

We certainly hope that we can make it to next year’s event. Our schedule is pretty 
intense, and I am not sure where we will be at this point, but as soon as I can figure it 
out I will let Steve know.

Until next time,

Eric and Tami

TechnoRV

SKP ACRE 2016 - Vendor’s Corner
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http://www.technorv.com
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http://www.technorv.com/Articles.asp?ID=319
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Destination Vermont for the 56th 
Escapade

It’s time to make those summertime travel plans. Put Essex Junction, Vermont in your 
GPS and head to the Northeast! The 56th Escapade takes place July 24 – 29, 2016 at 
the Champlain Valley Exposition Center, near Burlington and the tranquil shores of 
Lake Champlain.

Whether you are a novice RVer or an experienced full-timer, Escapade promises fun 
and the furthering of your RV horizons. The choices are unlimited! Workshops 
exploring the latest in technology and as well as travel and lifestyle presentations are 
on the agenda. Entertainment and social times round out your days.

Join Xscapers for discussions geared to the mobile lifestyle and working-on-the-road. 
Look for upcoming announcements about children’s programs and sessions for 
families-on-the-road at Escapade.

Don't miss any of the fun at the 56th Escapade! Visit the Escapade Registration site 
today and join your soon-to-be new friends in Essex Junction, Vermont, this summer!
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New Escapees Maps Launched!

Escapees is pleased to announce that the new and enhanced mapping tool is launched and ready to use! 
Please keep in mind that it is currently in beta phase while we continue to resolve any issues and enhance 
the overall functionality. Be on the lookout for new features throughout the next several months.

This tool will help you find parking and activities along your travels. Below are just some of the main things 
you will be able to find when utilizing the resource:

• Discount Parking-- Nearly 1,000 discount parks offer members 15% to 50% off! You are sure to find 
campground savings during your travels.

• Commercial Members-- Need to find a service or product? Our commercial members are there to meet 
your needs.

• Boondocking & Free Camping-- Looking for a boondocking location or a free campsite? These listings 
are created by your fellow members.

• Things to Do-- Looking for a place to eat, a roadside attraction, or something to do? This category is 
for you!

• Jobs-- We even integrated our job board so you can search for jobs that meet your travel needs. 
• Overnight Parking-- In this section, you will find overnight parking offered by members.

When viewing destinations, you will get important information such as directions, discount amount, rates, 
contact information, amenities, reviews, and much more. Our goal is to provide you with a simple and easy 
way to not only find a location but also to provide you with the details you need to know about the location. If 
you need directions, simply click “Get Directions,” and Google Maps will open to give you turn-by-turn 
navigation. The best part of all will be that you can submit and share your own treasured destinations with 
fellow members. Together we have the ability to grow one of the best resources around!

Get started today by visiting: Escapees Maps

Copyright © 2016 Escapees RV Club, All rights reserved. 
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Tired of snail-paced deliveries? Get your new "flip book" version of Escapees magazine the 
minute it is published! Just log into your account, go to your dashboard, and then click on 
the Escapees magazine icon. At that point, you can select the year and issue that you want 
to read. The flip book version allows you to quickly flip through pages rich with color and 
clarity. You will be amazed at how it feels like you are turning the pages of an actual paper 
copy!

The best part of all is that this earth-friendly technology benefits you while saving our trees 
too. Should you wish to discontinue receiving your paper copy of Escapees magazine, you 
may do so from the quick links on your member dashboard, just click "Opt out of paper 
magazine copy", or you may contact us at 888-757-2582 or at 
clubbusiness@escapees.com.

Happy travels,

Teresa Moore
COO

Escapees Magazine Bulletin
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Message from Your Editor
I would like to thank everyone for all of the articles and pictures you sent for 
inclusion in this issue of the Newsletter.  It’s your input that makes this newsletter 
great!  We hope to see you all at the Spring Rally in Dillard, GA May 4-8.  As you 
travel, remember that our next newsletter will be published in July, 2016, so take 
those cameras out, write those articles, and be a part of our next newsletter.  All 
submissions for the July Newsletter should be received by me no later than July 1.

Travel Safely,
Dianne Wood
VP & Newsletter Editor
Chapter #29 - Carolina Rovers.

mailto:clubbusiness@escapees.com
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Upcoming Events
2016 Spring Rally - Chapter 29

 

When: May 5-8, 2016, with early arrivals May 1-4.

Where: River Vista RV Resort
20 River Vista Drive
Dillard GA

Co-Rally Masters: Susan & John Martin
James & Linda Jackson

Fee: We will be parked all together on Holiday Rambler Lane at a rally rate of
approximately $37.60/night (20% off the rack rate). For those that want a 
larger site close to the rally building, the rate would be approximately
$48.00/nite.

Reservations: http://www.rvmountainvillage.com
1-706-746-2722
Toll-free: 1-888-850-PARK (7275)

2016 Fall Rally - Chapter 29
 

When: October 6 - 9, 2016, with early arrivals October 3.

Where: Oak Plantation Campground
3540 Savannah Hwy
Charleston (Johns Island), SC 29455

Co-Rally Masters: Steve & Dianne Wood        
Norman & Carol Lowrance 

Rates: We will be parked all together on rows NN, OO, PP, and QQ at a rate 
of $45.56 per night (with a $40.00 non-refundable deposit).  The Rally Fee
will be determined as detailed plans are finalized.

Reservations: Please call the campground directly for reservations and identify yourself
as a member of Escapees Chapter #29.  After you register, please send the 
Co-Rally Masters an email to let us know you plan to attend.
oakplantationcampground.com
1-843-766-5936
Toll-free:  1-866-658-2500

http://www.rvmountainvillage.com/


Thank you and remember, please send all future submissions, travel 
news, member highlights, photo opts, and suggestions for the newsletter 
to me a  .  The deadline for our April issue will be 
July 1.  

Dianne Wood
V.P. & Newsletter Editor

Upcoming Events
(continued)
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56th Escapade - Essex Junction, VT
 

When: July 24-29, 2016

Where: Essex Junction, VT

Reservations/ Please register on-line via escapees.com, select Escapade in the 
Fee: Menu for information, then select Escapade Registration for on-line

registration.

Register Early! The Champlain Valley Expo Center hosts the 
56th Escapade; full-hook-up sites (30-amp electrical, water, and
 sewer) are very limited and 30-amp electrical service sites will go
FAST, so make your reservation early to ensure your choice of
amenity is available. Please visit registration information for details
and pricing for the 56th Escapade.

Plan to join us for RV educational Seminars, RVers Boot Camp,
SmartWeigh, entertainment, RV vendors, and much much more.  
Remember to get all of your updates on escapees.com.

https://www.escapees.com/skp_files/escapade/escapadepdf.php?id=3


2014 Itasca Meridian 42E
Price: $242,900 NEG 
Length: 42'
Mileage: 16k
DIESEL you will go far with less money
Slides: 3 (1 full wall; 1 kitchen/dining room; 1 bedroom)
Sleeps: 4

Features: 
- 3 TVs (2 inside, 1 outside) 
- Leather Couch, Converts to Queen Sleeper
- Washer & Dryer, Front Load 
- Convection Microwave
- Fireplace 
- Satellite with GPS
- Queen Sleep by Number Bed 
- 100 Gallon Fresh Water Tank
- Outside Refrigerator/Freezer 
- 100 Gallon Fuel Tank
- Residential Full Size Refrigerator w/ French Doors
- 1.5 Bath (Master Bath w/ Full Size Stand Up Shower)
And many more! Must See!!
Contact Information:  

FOR SALE
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For Sale
2014 Itasca Meridian 42E
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2014 Itasca Meridian 42E
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